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CRITTER OF THE MONTH: CORN SNAKE (Elaphe guttatal

Contributed by: John Rossd

The corn shake (red rat snake) is an outragecusly beautiful
and popular snake. They are wonderful eaters at all ages except
possibly the hatchling stage. They start off life about 9-i2
inehes long and grow at a fairly rapid rate. At this terder age
they are fond of ancles and cther small lizards but may rneed some
help catehing them.  Lizards, dead or alive, may be offered with
torgs and if the snake refuses this, a dead lizard may be gently
forced to the baby sriake. 1t's mot a coincidence that baby ancles
and baby rat smakes hatch out the same time. Some babies will po
right after pinkies put soconer or later all of them will take to
small mice. They will alsc take rats, moles, birds, ard eggs if
they are of the correct size.

In additiorm to beimg beautiful and good eaters, they are very
hardy srnakes that rarely get sick even if conditiions are sub-
optimal. In fact, this snake often does so well in captivity, orne
often wenders if its rmatwral habitat doesn’t include aguariums,
wooden cages, and artificial lights!

Their personality varies, amd some tan be snappy, but most
calm dewn under the right conditions. They alsc are good breeders
iv captivity if piven ercugh room.  Ore large female can lay over
20 egas which hateh in about & months under the right conditions.,

I short, corrn snakes make excellent pets. The Museum has had
one in captivity for 30 years!

TIiP OF THE MONTH: HIDE BOXES

tiide boxes" are an important factor in the success af many
reptiles and amphibians in captivity. Some experts have supgested
that hide boxes may externd the 1ife of some reptiles by 8 years!
Why? It gives the animals a sense of security. They have a place
to go when they are gpetting ready to shed, frightened, or right
after that big meal (the solitude probably aids digestion and helps
prevent vomiting). Some reptiles will actually refuse to eat
urless they have a hide box. With the racers, whipsnakes, and even
some garter snakes its an absclute rnecessity, but all snakes,
iizards, twtles, and amphibians will bewnefit from these little
retreats.

The hide boxes can be easily cemastructed cut of wood, an old
shoe bax, o my favorite... a plastic flower pot {pither a sguare
oy raund based. Just cut a little door cut of orne side. These
have an advantage because they can be easily washed, disinfected,
and reused.

John Rossi



LAST MEETING
s S A

Our August meeting went great! Dver S0 guests attended.
Highlights «f the meeting included the teur of the marsh room, the
fox srake {(Elaphe vulpina) presentaticin by Hill Moeller, arnd the
slide show by Dr. Rassi. Numercus shakes were sexed by probing.
Mary pet srakes ard a few lizards were present ircluding scome very
unusual and are controversial snake,

NEXT MEETING
e

The rext meeting will be held Wedresday, Sept. 16th at 7:30 PmM
in the Church Room of the Jax Museum of Arts and Scierces. Tepics
will irglude a discussicn on choosing a “"firet” pet srnake by John
Berger. This talk will concerntrate on exotic species. Miwe Rossi
will talk about turtles, and there ig going to be a SuUrprise
feature. At the Octoaber meeting, Vie Morgarn will give a special
presentation for pet steore owrners that will be very informative for
all of us.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS
%

Membership cards are an the way. We hope to have them withir
the next month cr twe.

WELCOME

Lets exterd a warm welcome to Mike Rossi, He Just moved here
last marth from New York., Mike's irtereste include herps of all
Rivds but his main interest are turtles ard he'l)l be writing a page
devaoted entirely ta turtles ard tortoises stértihg with thig isgue,

DISEASES IN SNAKES
%

There are mary different types of diseases o ailments that
accur in srakes., Orie we see oftern isg the "commor cold®, In miver
colds the treatmert ig noething more than keepirg the srake at a
tenmperature of about 80 degrees and well fed. The cold shcould
clear up in a few days. Worst cases invelve preumcnia—-1ike
conditions which are fatal if broad-spectrumn antibictiecs are not
used. Whether the caold is miver o prieumornia-like, it is highly
cantagious ard will pass o to other srakes urless isclated.

Arcther commorn disease is mouth-rot. This disease can happer
wherr & tooth is teorn cut by a prey that has struggled to free
itself from the snakes jaws. If the gum does not heal quickly, the
infected area begins to spread urtil the whole mouth is infected,
If this disease is not treated scon the snake will die. In
taptivity this disease Car be treated by Pouring a capful of
hydragern perosxide in the srakes mouth two to three times per
treatmert angd twao to three times a day.

cont'd




Smakes also have a ternderncy to develop tumors. When present,
they appear as a large abrnormal bulge on the body of the snake.
Depernding o the location of the tumor, it semet imes can be removed
safely by an experienced veterinarian. Irn some cases where it
carnnot be removed, the smake may live a long life. In other cases,
the tumor may be pressing apainst a vital organ and everntually kill
the snake.

Alsa, as im the case of Cuttles, my Eastern Hingsnake
(L.ampropeltis g. getelus), the tumor may blochk the aral opening and
therefore prevernt the normal passage of waste material, resulting
in the collecting of waste products just before the arnal apening
which could cause excruciating pain for the snake. fircther problem
that can wecur are cysts, which are more easily treated than
e s. Scmetives cysts may even rupture and heal spontarnecusly.
Tumors ar the other hand are rnot as easy to treat, even if they are
noticed in time.

Parasites are another cause for concern. Ticks argd mites are
guite common and can spread guite rapidly through a collection fo
srakes if not checked immediately. Treatment is penersally easy for
tirks. The best way to get rid of them is to suffocate them with a
coating of olive il or glycewrin.

Mites are harder to get rid of especially if they have gone
urrcticed until they have become firmly established. Soaking the
snakes in water will drown most of the mites. The arnes that manage
o crawl to the srakes head can be coated with clive oil. The
easiest and most efficient method now is an injection given by 4
veterinariar. 1t is harmless to the snake and very effective. The
Mabitat must be thoroughly cleansd. ARgquariums are easy to clean
but wooder cages pose more of a problem. Because of the porous
mature of wood, mites have plenmty of cracks to hide in, therafore
anly a complete refinishing of the wootd will completely eliminate
this problemn.

Mark E. Elliot, Jr.

HATCHING OF SNAKE EGGS

There are several different methods of hatching snake eggs.
The method I prefer is to use vermiculite in the bettom of a
sweater box. The eggs are taid halfway in the vermiculite and
misted lightly orce or twice a weehk (deperding on how dry the
vermiculite has become). The sweater box is thern stored in a warm
dark place. The bigpgest danger to the epggs when stared is over-
misting, which can cause fumgus to grow on the eggs. I have had
this happern, but if the eggs are checked freguently, the fungus can
pe brushed off with arm old toothbrush. This carn be bad for the
eygs because the fumpus grows through the shell and will
Kiil the embryd. Omece the snakes hatoch they require very small
feod and discovering the proper food for a particular type of snake
car be frustrating since there is very little written that
describes hoaw to feed the younp snakes.

Mark E. Ellict, Jr.




Questions & Answers

Dluestiorn: How lompg should Tegu eggs be incubated before being
discarded as irnfertile?

Arswer: At least 3 monmths.

fluestion: Will a female Tegu lay eggs even after beiwng
separated from the male?

Arswer: I could rnot find answers to thig guestionm before
the rewsletter went cut. I will conmtirnue to look
for informatiorn, but you may wish to contact a
state university or college, or check with the
reptile keepeyr at a Zoo ar mMusSedn. I will try to
have an arnswer by the riext rewsletter.

Ruestion: At what age do Burmese pythons become sexually
mature?

Ariswers Normally at age 3 to 5 years. Depending upon
feedirng habits and housing conditions, the length
of the snake will praobably be between 7 ft. and
10 ft.

The 0&A secticnm is open to all guestions concerning reptiles and
amphibians. Please direct guestions to Johr Berper at 778-3341 or
mail your questiorns btos

Jacksonville Herpetological Society

60347 Seahorse Ct.

NAS Jacksormville, FL  32&iz

All guestions will be arswered and put inte the rewsletter as soon
as is reasomably possible.

Dues

Members wha have not yet paid their dues will receive the
rewsletter through issue rmmber 4. After that issue those persons
who have not paid their dues will be “dropped” from the mailing
list. We want to have as many pecple as possible get the letter
gut it is only Ffair to those pecple who have paid their dues that
we do this. Please get your dues paid by the October meeting.

Dues can be paid at the monthly meetings or checks can be sent
to the following addresst

Jacksorville Herpetological Society
&054A Beahorse Ct.
NAS Jacksomville, FL 3221

f

A written receipt will be mailed to you within 2 working days so be
sure to include a return address. Make check or monmey order
payable to The Jacksonville Herpetological Society. The above
address will be the mailing address for all dues urtil a treasurer

can be elected.
cont*d




Pues are currently $12.00 for single membership, %1% 00 for family
memberships, and $40.00 for businmess memberships{this includes 2
quarter page adds free of charge.)
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\isk wncludesS paice N bieds and other WGW“'DM'\'C mammals , OF
Course | the living QuariersS must increase 1N Si2e a3 ¢the turtle
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= O Vi \39.\:5-&!/ T+ 13 Ane -t Xeep ++ with

W4 beak. They are exAremel
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Svece dapeworms do well w148 diaesh
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